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Don Allbaugh and co-chair
Holly Renz, program director
of the Madison County Sexual
Assault Treatment Center.

During the rst ve months
of 2008 the county has had ve
domestic violence fatalities
compared with two deaths in
2007, three in 2006 (including
Ward s murder), one in 2005
and vein 2004.

These statistical incidents
are completely avoidable,
Renz said.

The research indicates
that all domestic violence
fatalities are preventable and
we believe that also. We felt
that through looking at the
process of what goes on when
there is an investigation that
involves a domestic violence
homicide, we can learn from
it and educate others.

We really do feel that

these deaths are potentially
preventable by looking at the
process, trends, gap in service
and lack of communication.

Neither the team nor its
chieforganizers is pointing

ngers ata particular agency.

It s all about the research,
she said. There are no prob-
lems we ve ever identi ed;its
just making us better at what
we do. There s always room to
get better; we don t ever want
to become stagnant.

The team will review cases
one-by-one. Due to liability,
only those cases that contain
no further room for litigation
or possibility of appeal will be
scrutinized. Notations will be
converted into a report with
recommendations which will
be published by the Indiana
Coalition of Domestic Vio-
lence and made available to
Madison County residents.

On behalf of local law enforce-
ment, Pendleton Police Chief
Marc Farrer expressed the

Honey
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son counties.

Priest will join other local
farmers and growers for the

rst-ever Markleville Fall
Festival Saturday in Com-
munity Park. Previously just
a park-wide rummage sale,
local farmers will add the
availability of organic and
homegrown vegetables and
fruit, pumpkins, gourds and
fall decorative items to the
shopping experience.

It s something people can

do to promote Go Green
by saving gas and by shop-
ping local, supporting local
vendors and farmers, said
festival and Farmer s Mar-
ket organizer Cindy Keaton.

There s a lot of talented and
crafty people who make inter-
esting items in this area.

Bee-fore the honey

Currently, bees are foraging
on a little yellow ower called
the goldenrod. In other times
of the year, they prefer sage,
locust, clover, blackberries,
and routinely ock around
the Priests garden to check
out what goodies the couple
has growing. The nal out-
come of honey avor depends
heavily on which ower or
plant the bees pollinate.

| got stung last weekend
tinkering around with these
things, Jeremiah said, as he
pulled out a part of the hive
caked with bumble bees and
thick, syrupy honey.

It seems big things really do
come in small packages. Jer-
emiah pays a woman living in
Morgantown to drive to select
southern states and bring back
3-pound packets of bees. They
don t usually mind the move
to Priest s property - as long as
their queen doesn t stray.

We came home after
Memorial weekend and the
queen had left and took part
of the hive, Jeremiah said.

So, at 8 o clock at night, we
were out here trying to catch
swarms of bees.

But there s more than one
way to catch a bee, Jeremiah
said. Homeowners recently
from Markleville, Sulphur
Springs and Carmel - of-
ten call on him to remove
swarms or hives from their
property. He does it for free,

and in return, he gets to keep
the bees.

I want to preserve the
bees, said Jeremiah, whose
brother is also a beekeeper.

Bees tend to hibernate
during the winter, holding
their bladders all cold season
long. On rst 60-degree day
of spring, the bees will break
away to do their business and
clean out their dead comrades
from the hive. The rst nectar

ow tends to happen in April,
followed by the days between
May and July as the prime-
time for honey harvesting.

Like any agriculture busi-
ness, success depends on the
weather, Jeremiah said.

At this point, the Priests
harvest three types of honey
(There are 300 types world-
wide). Wild ower honey is
darker in color and tastes

robust , Jeremiah said. Light
and spring honey have milder
tastes. And whether a consum-
er prefers crystallized honey
for toast or the smooth, liquid
form for a cup of tea, the health
bene ts of this food are plenty.

When you take small doses
of honey regularly, said
Terri, also an herbalist, you
increase your immunity to
sicknesses and allergies.

Also, if you have a sore
throat, take some honey, she
said. Honey has powerful an-
timicrobial properties, which
can soothe raw tissues. There
is evidence that honey diluted
in water will help with stom-
achaches and dehydration.

Honey, this business is
growing

The Priests have an agri-
tourism vision of families
visiting their Shirley home
to enjoy hayrides, shop for
unique gifts and seeing rst-
hand how honey is made.
That dream just might come
true someday, but for now,
the Priests will start small
with the opening of a store-
front at their home next
year. The shop will contain
candle and soap products
derived from honey, and
squeeze bottles full of the
sweet stuff. They hope to add
pumpkins and fall plants.

Jeremiah and Terri are
both looking forward to
introducing their tasty and
unique products to Mar-
kleville and surrounding
residents during the inaugu-
ral Fall Festival.

-Lapel
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dent Gary Shuck said this year
hasn t gotten any better. More
residents have said that buses
are traveling Walnut Street
and jogging over to Vine Street
where they drive unsafely.

What we re running into
now is that buses are now
passing each other on Vine
Street between Seventh and
Nine streets. That street is
not wide enough for that and
buses are driving into yards.

Of cials will attempt to
close off the south end of Vine
Street, possibly making it a
one-way northbound from
Fifth Street.

It would force (bus drivers)
to use the John/9th Street
Corridor which is wider and
safer, Shuck said.

Council member Kyle Bloom
questioned why of cials
couldn t just tell the school

no buses on Vine Street and
receive compliance.

It should be that easy,
he said.

Upon the opening of the
new Lapel High School, in
December 2007, then Assistant
Superintendent Bobby Fields
directed bus drivers to travel
Vine Street in lieu of Central
Avenue when transporting
older students. Central Ave-
nue, he said, would not be safe
for buses to travel considering

the hard curve on that street.

Fields did not want to com-
ment on the possible street
closing until he could talk
with town of cials.

Kenny Huffman, a 30-year
resident living adjacent to
Vine Street, said he is 100 per-
cent for the south end of the
street being closed off. There
have been countless times
when he was mowing his yard
or walking on his property that
he was nearly hit by speeding
traf c. However, he s never
encountered a school bus.

I ve cussed a few people and
got a few cussings, he said.

People shoot through there
at 40 miles per hour from the
highway; big semis break off
tree limbs. | ve come out there
on a lawn mower and almost
got whacked, he said.

The traf ¢ down Vine Street
seems to have increased in
the last 10 years, Huffman
said, but especially since the
new high school opened.

Young school girls on cell
phones are hauling down
that street.

Huffman said that making
that part of Vine Street a one-
way might help, but sealing
off the south end isa sure- re
way to get results.

I don t know why they just
don t stick cement barricades
over half of it or a short guard
rail to keep people from enter-
ing that way, but you know
somebody will try anyway.

need for this type of think tank.

This team will help in dis-
secting the cases and looking
for similarities, he said.

These similarities could
hopefully then be used to
help in the prevention and/or
prosecution of the incidents.

Farrer noted that even a
small town South Madison
County isn t exempt from
domestic violence murders.

We are not over the top by

any means, but we do have our
share. Fortunately, they are
resolved through early inter-
vention or at the misdemeanor
levels when arrests are made.

They all do not make the
headlines.

Madison County Domestic
Violence Fatality Review
Team members are: Don
Allbaugh, chair, Center for
Mental Health; Holly Renz,
co-chair, Madison County

Sexual Assault Treatment
Center; Lisa Connors, facilita-
tor, Alternatives; Kandi Floyd,
facilitator, Alternatives; Keith
Copeland, Anderson Police De-
partment; Gay Doss, Madison
County Sheriff s Department;
Ned Dunnichay, Madison
County Coroner; Marcy

Fry, survivor; Tim Lanane,
State Senator; Ed Leonard,
Madison County Prosecutor s
Of ce; Kyle Noone, Elwood

City Court; Ron Richardson,
Madison County Sheriff;
Benny Santiago, Madison
County Sheriff s Department,
and Shawn Swindell, Madison
County Commissioner s Of ce.
Initial training and implemen-
tation of the team was spon-
sored by Alternatives, a shelter
for women and children who
are victims of domestic vio-
lence. Federal ARREST grant
funds support this initiative.



